How Does
the Set Free
Movement
Seek the
Kingdom
of God?
The first time the Kingdom of God is used in
scripture occurs during the triumphant song
of Moses and Miriam (Exodus 15). It
happens within the context of God’s freeing
of people from oppression. We see that the
release of the captives is not just about
political freedom1 ; the liberation, journey,
and the giving of the law were aimed at the
formation of community.2
This new covenant community is
characterized by the sanctity of human life
and justice through their social and legal
structures.3 Not just manumission, but
liberation. Liberation is freedom with rights
and responsibilities, full social and
economic opportunities. This liberation and
the surety of being under the leadership of
God Almighty moved the people from a
state of oppression and anxiety to a place of
abundance and hope in a new community.

In freedom the people could organize social
power and social goods for the common
benefit of the community.4 The Exodus
provides the primary model of God’s act of
redemption, not just in the first testament,
but also in the person and work of Jesus.5
Set Free seeks to live out these concepts.
Our leaders and teams follow Jesus into the
brokenness with acts of compassion. When
reviewing our impact reports, you can see
that we are seeking to be the hands and
voice of Jesus. We are both serving on the
margins and challenging systems of
oppression. We are protecting the innocent
while also being a people of hope.
Our aims are not just concerned with WHAT
we do, but also HOW we engage. Believing
that human trafficking is a symptom of
brokenness, we seek community first and
foremost. The theological paragraph above
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references the fact that God does not just
liberate us to do things, but the aim is to
create a community. In the same way,
Jesus called a community into being. From
that relational foundation, action happened.
The work of the community was a result of
the character formation of the Holy Spirit.
We seek to do the same. We sincerely
desire vibrant partnerships and unity with all
as we journey towards shalom. We strongly
believe in the words of E. Stanley Jones,
who writes:
“The Kingdom of God is God’s total order,
expressed as realm and reign, in the
individual and in society; and which is to
replace the present unworkable world
order with God’s order in the individual
and in society; and while the nature of the
Kingdom is social the entrance into it is by
a personal new birth now; the character of
that kingdom is seen in the character of
Jesus – the Kingdom is Christlikeness
universalized; while it comes on earth in
the time process it is eternal and is the
same rule which is in heaven and because
it is Christlikeness this makes it heaven there and here; and while it is a total
order demanding a total obedience, it
brings total freedom.” 6
Like shalom, the Kingdom of God is about
re-creating community – the people of

God living in the Kingdom under King Jesus
and being the presence of God in the
world.7 The advent of the Kingdom of God
is an ongoing, dynamic process whereby
the Holy Spirit manifests the reign of God in
people’s lives and in the world at large.8
The presence of God, the redeemed of the
King, doesn’t have a mission, but is the
mission of God.9 The Kingdom of God is
Jesus, through the church, reconciling the
world to God.10 When Jesus prays for the
Kingdom to come he is not asking for the
Kingdom to come into existence. Jesus is
praying for the Kingdom to take over all the
personal, social, economic, political realms
with the values and hope of God.11 Scot
McKnight writes:
“The kingdom is the people who are
redeemed and ruled by King Jesus in
such a way that they live as a fellowship
under King Jesus. That is, there is a king
(Jesus), a rule (by Jesus as Lord), a people
(the church), a land (wherever Jesus’
kingdom people are present), and a law
(following Jesus through the power of the
Spirit. . . ). Kingdom mission is about
creating and sustaining that kingdom
community, the church.”12
The Set Free Movement seeks to live these
things out in thought, word, and deed - not
only in what we do, but how we do it.
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